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Abiona Esther Ojo & Huda
Takriti. Weaving Truths,
Untangling Fictions
Kunsthalle Wien Prize 2020
11/12 2020 — 28/3 2021
Kunsthalle Wien Prize Awards
Thursday, December 10, 2020, from 5 pm
at www.kunsthallewien.at

The award winners in conversation with juror Joanna Warsza
Friday, December 11, 2020, 5 pm
live at www.facebook.com/kunsthallewien

Curator: Lucas Gehrmann

In cooperation with the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna and the 
University of Applied Arts Vienna

Each in her own way, the award-winning artists, Abiona Esther Ojo 
(graduate of the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna) and Huda Takriti 
(graduate of the University of Applied Arts Vienna) probe questions 
concerning their positions in diverse cultural and historical as well as 
personal-biographical contexts.

By weaving together documentary and narrative elements, 
confronting the past with the present, dismantling barriers of space 
and time, and reflecting on the social potentials of distinctive moments 
in community life, they craft narratives that intertwine the real with the 
fictional while also insistently untangling the strands of the latter.

Award-winning graduate of the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna:
Abiona Esther Ojo

“Abiona Esther Ojo’s profound installation Die Magie steckt in jeder 
Strähne (There’s Magic in Every Strand) unfolds the social and political 
implications of Black hair through the lens of cultural history, but in 
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from a very personal perspective. Combining sculptural, analog-
reproductive, and digital media, she deftly connects the practice of 
creating Afro hairstyles, which is bound up with knowledge, collective 
memories, rituals, and intimate processes, to general questions 
of identity and representation—from the message as a signal of 
protest to a well-established code of community membership”, so the 
Kunsthalle Wien Prize jury’s reasoning.

Rector Johan F. Hartle of the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna adds: “The 
Kunsthalle Prize plays a key role in our efforts to support the Academy’s 
graduates. It offers young artists an opportunity to present their thesis 
work on a grand public stage. The cooperation with Kunsthalle Wien 
moreover underscores the Academy’s ambition to branch out into new 
spaces and to intervene into larger art-political contexts. That is why 
we are greatly pleased that the jury has selected Abiona Esther Ojo, 
an artist whose expansive works visualize processes that play out in 
the mind as well as the outside word and grapple both with personal 
memories and with complex social issues.”

Abiona Esther Ojo (b. Hellmonsödt, Austria, 1992, lives in Vienna) 
studied sculpture and spatial strategies with Monica Bonvicini and 
Stefanie Seibold at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna and graduated in 
2020 with a project supervised by Iman Issa.

Jury: Veronika Dirnhofer, Anne Faucheret, Lucas Gehrmann, Julian 
Göthe, Joanna Warsza, and What, How & for Whom / WHW 
Chair: Johan F. Hartle, Organization: Christine Rogi

Award-winning graduate of the University of Applied Arts Vienna: 
Huda Takriti

Its decision for Huda Takriti‘s diploma was explained by the jury as 
follows: “… [her] meticulously executed multimedia installation of cities 
and private living rooms interweaves factual and fictional elements, 
private and collective archives, analog and digital images in a 
polyphonic narrative that operates as a kind of political subconscious. 
Her persistent efforts to untangle the complexity of histories of 
migration and diaspora, geopolitical realities, and projections of 
identity without reducing them to markers of identity and the quest 
for a universal truth struck the jury as exceptionally compelling.”

Rector Gerald Bast of the University of Applied Arts Vienna extends his 
congratulations to this year’s winner, noting that “the Kunsthalle Wien 
Prize is emerging artist’s promotion the way it should be done: the 
artists selected by a jury receive the attention and visibility that come 
with exhibiting at a renowned institution specializing in international-
grade contemporary art; the award purse, meanwhile, provides 
existential support to a young artist. In giving out this prize, Kunsthalle 
Wien also reaffirms its ties to the two universities training tomorrow’s 
fine artists in the city and its commitment to securing and developing 
Vienna as a lively scene of contemporary art. In times such as these, 
the Kunsthalle Wien Prize is more vital than ever!”

Huda Takriti (b. Damascus, Syria, 1990, lives in Vienna and Damascus) 
studied drawing and painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus. 
In 2020, she completed the master’s program in TransArts at the 
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University of Applied Arts Vienna with a project supervised by Roman 
Pfeffer and Kathrin Rhomberg.

Jury: Anne Faucheret, Lucas Gehrmann, Eva Maria Stadler, Joanna 
Warsza, and What, How & for Whom / WHW 
Chair: Eva Maria Stadler, Organization: Anja Seipenbusch

The Kunsthalle Wien Prize

Jointly organized by the University of Applied Arts Vienna, the Academy 
of Fine Arts Vienna, and the Kunsthalle Wien, the annual Kunsthalle 
Wien Prize is awarded by a jury to one recent graduate of each of the 
two art schools, which are leaders in stimulating the productivity and 
diversity of Austria’s young arts scene. Kunsthalle Wien’s contribution 
to the cooperative venture is to generate international visibility for 
the two institutions’ graduates and help them build networks in the 
nonacademic art world. Each honoree receives a € 3,000 cash prize, 
a catalogue-publication of his or her work, and an exhibition at 
Kunsthalle Wien.

As in previous years, the cash award for the prizewinning graduate of 
the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna is generously provided by DekoTrend 
GmbH. This year, the cash award for the graduate of the University 
of Applied Arts was contributed for the first time by the art historians 
and collectors Gertraud and Dieter Bogner. Kunsthalle Wien is 
exceptionally pleased by this new collaborative relationship, which is 
testament to the high regard in which internationally recognized art 
experts hold the Kunsthalle Wien Prize.

In recognition of the achievements of the other graduates who made 
it onto the jury’s shortlist and the quality of their work, the organizers 
decided in 2020 to include their names in all publications associated 
with the 2020 Kunsthalle Wien Prize. The shortlisted graduates of the 
Institute for Fine Arts of the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna were: Julia 
Goodman, Hyo Lee, Igor Ripak, and Myles Starr. The shortlisted 
graduates of the Institute of Fine Arts and Media Art of the University 
of Applied Arts Vienna were: Sara-Lisa Bals, Anastasia Jermolaewa, 
and Sebastian Supanz.

Public Program

The exhibition is complemented by an extensive event program 
— including guided tours, workshops, panel discussions, and the 
presentation of the exhibition publications. Please see Kunsthalle 
Wien’s website and social media channels for the latest dates and 
details.

At Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz the admission is free.
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