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Lebt und arbeitet in Wien
Contemporary Art from Vienna
1 May-26 October 2026

Kunsthalle Wien presents the most extensive survey of the Viennese contemporary art scene
organised by the institution in over a decade. For six months, across all of its spaces in the
Museumsquartier and Karlsplatz, Lebt und arbeitet in Wien: Contemporary Art from Vienna will
bring together over 130 artworks by 56 artists who live and work in Vienna, including painting,
sculpture, installation, drawing, photography, performance, sound, film and video.
Accompanied by a public programme of talks, performances and events, it places emphasis on
the city as a dynamic space of production where art is shaped by a critical approach to the
forces of conservatism and a sense of its own agency.

Initially organised by Kunsthalle Wien in 2000, the fifth edition of Lebt und arbeitet in Wien builds
upon a longstanding tradition of celebrating Vienna’s lively artistic discourse and diverse
community of artists. Curated by Daniel Baumann, Michelle Cotton and Monika Georgieva, it
focuses on new and recent works with 38 artists commissioned specifically for the exhibition
and numerous artworks presented in Vienna for the first time.

Vienna is approached here as a porous city shaped by ongoing movement, where artists arrive,
depart and return: In the last ten years, artists from various cultural backgrounds transformed
the city into an exceptionally vibrant place for contemporary art. The exhibition reflects this
development, with artists from 42 cities in 18 countries, artists of different generations and at
different stages of their career. It also celebrates the many different forms of artistic practice
that the city supports; from the new schools of painting to institutional critique, performance
and political practice; from sculpture to photography; filmmaking to ceramics; from portraiture
to abstraction. Furthermore, it reflects the city’s unique form of social discourse; from the
coffeehouses of the last century to the vast array of artist-run project spaces established across
the city in this one; ideas are tested, refined and take hold in the public sphere. As such the
exhibition pays tribute to the city’s community of artists at large; their self-organised approach
to claiming space and their manifold ways of experimenting with content and form. In focusing
upon these multiplicities, the survey is not only an invitation to explore and to celebrate what is,
but also a call to discuss what could be.

The exhibition is accompanied by a public programme involving numerous institutional and
cultural partners including Curated by, Independent Space Index, IKL - Akademie der bildenden
Kiinste Wien, Klima Biennale Wien, kiltif gemma!, MuseumsQuartier Wien, Phileas, PW-
Magazine, TU Wien and Verein Ohrenschmaus. The inaugural event in a series of talks exploring
what it means to live and work in Vienna takes place at Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz on 17 April
2026. Die erhitzte Stadt [The Heated City] addresses the climatic and urban planning challenges
of a growing metropolis. Other topics in the series include Die lebenswerteste Stadt [The Most
Liveable City], Die arbeitende Stadt [The Working City] or Die geheime Stadt [The Secret City].
Vienna as a city for artists forms the framework for another series of talks with contributions
from the exhibition’s curators and invited artists. These consider different aspects for artists
living and working in the city; from teaching in the academies to Vienna as a ‘chosen home’ or
how the city’s present is shaped by its past. The longest day of the year, the summer solstice
on Sunday 21 June 2026, will be marked by a day of performance curated by PW-Magazine, an
online publication dedicated to live arts. This will feature performances by Bryony Dawson, Paul
Ebhart, Alix Eynadi, Han-Gyeol Lee, Maria Mercedes (Julia Mullner & Camilla Schielin), Sainkho
Namtchylak, Evelyn Plaschg and Frank Wasser, hosted across Kunsthalle Wien’s venues.




The exhibition is accompanied by a new publication initially released for the opening of the
exhibition in German, and subsequently in English complete with installation views.
Commissioned texts address the artists’ work in 56 short essays by Chris Clarke, Christian
Egger, Leonie Huber, Michat Leszuk, Simone Molinari, Vanessa Joan Miller and Inga Charlotte
Thiele. The book also includes two conversations that attempt to trace the legacy of Lebt und
arbeitet in Wien and reflect upon the situation today with contributions from Helene Baur,
Margherita Belcredi, Sabine Breitwieser, Severin Diinser, Anna Jermolaewa, Peter Kogler,
Bettina Leidl, Fiona Liewehr, Dorit Margreiter Choy, Bruno Mokross, Vanessa Joan Miiller,
Susanna Neuburger, Peter Pakesch, Francis Ruyter, Georg Schéllhammer, Eva-Maria Stadler,
Nadim Vardag, Martin Vesely, Rita Vitorelli, Sabine B. Vogel and Jun Yang. These artists,
curators, critics and other key figures discuss the conditions for artists living and working in the
city today in comparison to recent decades that preceded and accompanied the first editions
of Lebt und arbeitet in Wien.

A series of artist’s editions is being produced to be sold alongside the exhibition to support

Kunsthalle Wien’s programme.

Artist list:

Brishty Alam (b. 1988, London)

Diana Barbosa Gil (b. 1990, Cali)
Anna-Sophie Berger (b. 1989, Vienna)
Henning Bohl (b. 1975, Oldenburg)
Ramesch Daha (b. 1971, Teheran)

Judith Eisler (b. 1962, Newark)

Scott Clifford Evans (b. 1979, Salt Lake
City)

Philipp Fleischmann (b. 1985, Hollabrun)
Parastu Gharabaghi (b. 1987, Vienna)
Birke Gorm (b. 1986, Hamburg)

Jojo Gronostay (b. 1988, Hamburg)
Benjamin Hirte (b. 1980, Aschaffenburg)
Christine & Irene Hohenblchler (b. 1964,
Vienna)

Emma Hummerhielm Carlén (b. 1991,
Stockholm)

Iman Issa (b. 1979, Cairo)

Ernst Yohji Jaeger (b. 1990, Frankfurt am
Main)

Lukas Kaufmann (b. 1993, Klagenfurt)
Belinda Kazeem-Kamiriski (b. 1980, Vienna)
Bouchra Khalili (b. 1975, Casablanca)
Ludwig Kittinger (b. 1977, Graz)

Jakob Lena Knebl (b. 1970, Baden)
Sebastian Koeck (b. 1990, Innsbruck)
James Lewis (b. 1986, London)

Angelika Loderer (b. 1984, Feldbach)
Irina Lotarevich (b. 1991, Rybinsk)

Lazar Lyutakov (b. 1977, Schabla)
Harkeerat Mangat (b. 1990, Vancouver)

Wolfgang Matuschek (b. 1989, Vienna)
Till Megerle (b. 1979, Bayreuth)
Christoph Meier (b. 1980, Vienna)

Rini Mitra (b. 1984, Jamalpur)

Ute Muiller (b. 1978, Graz)

Michaela Polacek (b. 1972, Vienna)

Lukas Posch (b. 1988, Hall in Tirol)

Vika Prokopaviciute (b. 1983, Vilnius)
Lucia Elena Pr@i3a (b. 1985, Munich)

Liesl Raff (b. 1979, Stuttgart)

Shuvo Rafiqul (b. 1982, Dhaka)

Hans Schabus (b. 1970, Watschig)

Anna Schachinger (b. 1990, Vienna)
Ashley Hans Scheirl (b. 1956, Salzburg)
Katharina Schilling (b. 1984, Cologne)
Toni Schmale (b. 1980, Hamburg)

Nora Schultz (b. 1975, Frankfurt am Main)
Sergey Spirikhin (b. 1963, Severodvinsk)
Lucie Stahl (b. 1977, Berlin)

Josef Strau (b. 1957, Vienna)

Laurence Sturla (b. 1992, Swindon)
Marina Sula (b. 1991, Lezha)

Huda Takriti (b. 1990, Damascus)

Sergei Tcherepnin (b. 1975, Boston)
Sophie Thun (b. 1985, Frankfurt am Main)
Johanna Charlotte Trede (b. 1990, Freiburg
im Breisgau)

Emily Wardill (b. 1977, Stoke)

Dario Wokurka (b. 1988, Vienna)

Min Yoon (b. 1986, Cheonan)



Curators

Daniel Baumann

Daniel Baumann is an art historian, writer and curator based in Basel. He served as curator from
1996 to 2014 of the Adolf Wolfli Foundation, Museum of Fine Arts Bern, Switzerland. He curated
Junge Szene at Secession in Vienna in 2003, and started an ongoing exhibition series in Thilisi,
Georgia, in 2004. From 2008 to 2013, he ran the Basel exhibition space New Jerseyy together
with Tobias Madison, Emanuel Rossetti and Dan Solbach. Along with Dan Byers and Tina
Kukielski, he was the curator of the 2013 Carnegie International at Carnegie Museum of
Art, Pittsburgh. Together with Hans Ulrich Obrist, Philip Ursprung and Xue Tan, he is the curator
of the annual Engadin Art Talks. He is a contributor to magazines such as Spike and Ursula, and
was the director of Kunsthalle Zirich from 2015 to 2025. He currently teaches at Zurich
University of the Arts and is a curator at Casa S&do Roque in Porto, Portugal.

Monika Georgieva

Monika Georgieva is an independent curator based in Vienna. In 2020, she co-founded Laurenz,
an independent exhibition space for artistic experimentation and discourse, which she co-
directs with artist Aaron Amar Bhamra. Alongside this, she teaches in the fields of architecture
and curatorial practice. From 2023 to 2025, she served as Artistic Director of Kunstverein
Eisenstadt. She is an alumna and former fellow of the de Appel Curatorial Programme in
Amsterdam and one of the initiators and co-authors of the institution’s first Curatorial Summer
School, launched in Amsterdam in 2024.

Michelle Cotton
Michelle Cotton is the Artistic Director of Kunsthalle Wien since June 2024.

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien was first organised under the directorship of Gerald Matt in 2000 and
was the last exhibition to be presented in Kunsthalle Wien’s original container building at
Karlsplatz. Described as ‘reaffirming Vienna’s place as an art capital in the new millennium’, it
presented the work of 26 artists in an exhibition curated by Paulo Herkenhoff, Maaretta Jaukkuri
and Rosa Martinez. The second edition in 2005 was titled Lebt und arbeitet in Wien II: 23
Contemporaries, featuring 23 positions from the ‘young scene’ in Vienna. It was curated by
Lucas Gehrmann, Yuko Hasegawa, Trevor Smith and Hanna Wrdéblewska and, like the following
editions, shown at Kunsthalle Wien Museumsquartier. In 2010, Lebt und arbeitet in Wien llI:
Stars in a Plastic Bag was curated by Xenia Kalpaktsoglou, Raphaela Platow, Angela Stief and
Olga Sviblova and presented the work of 32 artists. The exhibition continued with a new title
Destination Wien in 2015. Organised by Nicolaus Schafhausen and the Kunsthalle’s curatorial
team (Marie Egger, Anne Faucheret, Lucas Gehrmann, Luca Lo Pinto, Matthias Nothnagel,
Andrea Popelka), works by 70 artists were included. Catalogues were published for each
exhibition.

Notes to Editors

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien: Contemporary Art from Vienna

Curated by Daniel Baumann, Michelle Cotton and Monika Georgieva
1 May-26 October 2026

Press conference: 30 April 2026, 10 am, Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz
Introduction by the curators, followed by a tour through all exhibition spaces at Karlsplatz and
Museumsquartier. The curators and artists will be available for questions.

Exhibition opening: 30 April 2026
6 pm: Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz
7 pm: Kunsthalle Wien Museumsquartier

Afterparty: 30 April 2026, 10 pm
Club Titanic

Press images for download and further information:
https://kunsthallewien.at/en/press/2026/03/05/lebt-und-arbeitet-in-wien-contemporary-art-
from-vienna



Programme
Fri, 17.4.2026, 6 pm

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien Talks: The Heated City (DE)

Julia Grillmayr and Lilli Licka in conversation with Michael Simku
In cooperation with Klima Biennale Wien 2026

Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Thu, 7.5., 18.6.2026, 11 am-3 pm

Thu, 18.6.2026, 11 am-3 pm

Inclusive Writing Workshop with Ohrenschmaus: Images Become Words (DE)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Sat, 9.5.2026, 10 am-6 pm
Wiener Linien Day

Fri, 22.5.2026, 4 pm

Wed, 3.6.2026, 5 pm

Artist workshop with Lazar Lyutakov: Constructing Light (DE)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Fri, 29.5.2026, 12 pm

Independent Space Index 2026: Panel & Guided Tour toward the criticality of independent
spaces (EN)

Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Sat, 30.5.2026, 12 pm
Independent Space Index 2026: Panel & Guided Tour in relation to architecture (EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Sun, 31.5.2026, 12 pm
Independent Space Index 2026: Panel & Guided Tour beyond the limits of the text (EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Tue, 2.6.2026, 6:30 pm

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien Talks: Living, Working and Curating in Vienna (EN)

Daniel Baumann, Michelle Cotton and Monika Georgieva in conversation with Anna Hugo
In cooperation with Phileas

Phileas (Opernring 17, 1010 Vienna)

Thu, 18.6.2026, 5 pm

Sat, 11.7.2026, 2 pm

Artist workshop with Laurence Sturla (EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Sun, 21.6.2026, 11 am-8 pm
Performance day curated by PW-Magazine: PW Live: In Living Daylight
Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz and Museumsquartier

Thu, 2.7.2026, 10 am-8 pm

Activation of Christoph Meier’s work Untitled (C#2)

Part of the programme for the 25t birthday of MuseumsQuartier Wien
Kunsthalle Wien Museumsquartier

Wed, 16.9.2026, 5 pm

Fri, 25.9.2026, 4 pm

Artist workshop with Scott Clifford Evans (EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier



Fri, 9.10.2026, 6 pm

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien Talks: The Most Liveable City (DE/EN)

EsRAP, Stefanie Sargnagel and Toxische Pommes in conversation with Denice Bourbon
Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Wed, 21.10.2026, 6 pm

Lebt und arbeitet in Wien Talks: The Working City (DE)

Raphaela Edelbauer, Lena Marie Glaser and Johannes Kopf in conversation
Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz

Programme for Kids and Families
Di, 12.05.2026, 10:15-11:45 Uhr

Fr, 22.05.2026, 10:15-11:45 Uhr
Fr, 29.05.2026, 10:15-11:45 Uhr
Di, 02.06.2026, 10:15-11:45 Uhr
Fr, 12.06.2026, 10:15-11:45 Uhr
Fri, 19.6.2026 ,10:15-11:45 am
(more dates in September 2026)
Mathematical Art Talks with Michael Drmota and Dirk Praetorius
In cooperation with TUForMath
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Sat, 2, 9., 16.,23.5.2026, 11 am-1 pm

Sat, 30.5.2026, 2-4 pm

Workshop for kids and families: Everyday sparkle! (DE/EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Sat, 4., 11.,18., 25.7.2026, 11 am-1 pm

Tue, 14., 21., 28.7.2026, 10 am-12 pm

Wed, 15., 22., 29.7.2026, 10 am-12 pm

Thu, 16., 23., 30.7.2026, 10 am-12 pm

Fri, 17., 24., 31.7.2026, 10 am-12 pm

Workshop for kids and families: Who’s wandering through the art? (DE/EN)
Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Tue, 7.7.2026,10 am

Wed, 8.7.2026, 10 am

Thu, 9.7.2026, 10 am

Artist workshop for kids and families with Brishty Alam: Attention: Sticky! Drawing with... Tape!
(DE/EN)

Kunsthalle Wien Atelier

Free Sundays supported by Dorotheum
Sun, 31.5.2026, 10 am-6 pm
Sun, 28.6.2026, 10 am-6 pm
Sun, 26.7.2026, 10 am-6 pm
Sun, 30.8.2026, 10 am-6 pm

For the detailed programme including guided tours and more dates see:
https://kunsthallewien.at/en/programme



About Kunsthalle Wien

Kunsthalle Wien is the City of Vienna’s primary institution for contemporary art. At its locations
in the Museumsquartier and on Karlsplatz, it presents an annual programme of exhibitions
alongside public and educational programming that seeks to engage diverse publics. We
provide a platform for artists, commissioning new works and partnering with individuals and
institutions, both local and international, to develop exhibitions and publications based on
original research. Kunsthalle Wien is committed to providing an inclusive space for exchange
and debate and furthering the discourse on contemporary art in all its forms.

Kunsthalle Wien Thanks

Kunsthalle Wien is financed by the Magistratsabteilung Kultur der Stadt Wien (MA 7). New works
commissioned from Parastu Gharabaghi, Ludwig Kittinger, Wolfgang Matuschek, Christoph
Meier, Vika Prokopaviciute, Shuvo Rafiqui, Katharina Schilling and Johanna Charlotte Trede are
supported by the Kunsthalle Wien Club. Free admission to the exhibition on every last Sunday
of the month is made possible with the support of Dorotheum.

Cooperation Partners

Akademie geht in die Schule Modulare Mittelschule Aspern
ChancenZUKUNFT Wien MuseumsQuartier Wien

Curated by Neunerhaus

Einfach leicht - Texte besser verstehen PART International Art Residency Austria
Independent Space Index Phileas

Institut flr das Kinstlerische Lehramt (IKL), PW-Magazine

Akademie der bildenden Kiinste Wien QUESTION ME AND ANSWER (QMA)
Integration Wien TUForMath - Forum Mathematik, TU Wien
Job-TransFair Vereinigung fir Frauenintegration,
KinderuniKunst Amerlinghaus

Klima Biennale Wien Verein Ohrenschmaus

kaltaf gemmal WIENXTRA Kinderaktiv/Ferienspiel

Address and Information
Kunsthalle Wien Museumsquartier
Museumsplatz 1, 1070 Vienna

Kunsthalle Wien Karlsplatz
TreitlstraBe 2,1040 Vienna

www.kunsthallewien.at
+43-1-52189-0
office@kunsthallewien.at

#LebtundarbeitetinWien
#KunsthalleWien
@KunsthalleWien

Opening Hours
Tuesday-Sunday: 10:00-18:00
Thursday: 10:00-20:00

Press Contact

Iseult Grandjean
+43-1-52189-221
presse@kunsthallewien.at



